
Othello Safeway Mural 

Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 

Overview 

SEEDArts seeks an artist, muralist, or team to develop a site-specific permanent 

artwork on the southern wall of the Safeway at Othello in SE Seattle. The mural will be 

on the wall parallel to S Othello Street. This opportunity is open to emerging and 

professional artists. The award amount is $7,500. The application deadline is 

November 27, 2017. 

The Project 

This project will add a signature artwork to the Safeway building and the 

neighborhood’s visual landmarks, create excitement and beauty for the community, 

and enhance the pedestrian & bicycle experience. The artwork must fit into the Othello 

Neighborhood Plan, which has prioritized becoming “a vibrant multicultural 

commercial district” as its top goal. The finished mural will contribute to a lively town 

center. 

Project Site 

Safeway is located at 3900 S Othello St, Seattle, WA 98118, at the NW intersection of S 

Othello and MLK Way S; the southern wall runs parallel to S Othello Street. The wall is 

129’ long x 18’ high; approximately 90’ of the wall may be used. Artists may use the 

entire wall or a portion in their design. Artists will have the option to cover the mural 

space either with one large image or a series of images. Pictures of the site and 

elevation drawings are included on page 3. 

The high-traffic location provides an expansive new venue for public art, visible to car 

traffic, pedestrians, and light rail passengers. The artist will have the option of using the 

wall’s surface as the mural canvas, having the mural applied via digital transfer, or on 

panels completed off-site that will be anchored to the wall.  

Budget 

The project budget is $7,500. This includes artist’s design fees and compensation; all 

material and fabrication costs; and any applicable taxes.  



Othello Safeway Mural, Request for Qualifications (RFQ), page 2 

Selection Criteria & Process 

A selection panel comprised of artists, community representatives, and individuals 

from the Safeway Foundation and SEEDArts will select an artist using the following 

criteria: quality and strength of past work as demonstrated in the submitted materials; 

demonstrated knowledge in creating murals; demonstrated ability to create a unique 

and engaging artwork appropriate in concept, materials and scale for this project; 

availability to work and complete work by April 1, 2018.  

Timeline 

November 27, 2017: Deadline for submissions 

December 12, 2017:  Notification of selected artist(s) 

January 15, 2018:  Design Review 

April 1, 2018:  Completion of Mural  

(final installation may be weather dependent) 

How to apply 

Your submission must be contained in a single PDF document with page numbers and 

include the following items in the order listed below: 

 A letter of interest (up to 2 pages) which should explain how your work is

appropriate for this project and describe your approach to and vision for this

particular site. Please include a rough budget, indicating the amount used for

artist fees vs. materials and supplies.

 A current professional resume (2 pages maximum). If submitting as a team,

please include resume for each individual.

 Up to 10 images of relevant work samples must be included in the PDF

document. The images should be numbered and labeled with the title of the

piece, the medium, the date, and the dimensions of the artwork. Artists are

encouraged to include a brief description (2-3 sentences) of each image. One

image & its description per page.

 Incomplete or late applications will not be reviewed.

All applications must be received by November 27 at 5pm. You may mail or deliver your 

application to SEEDArts, 5117 Rainier Ave S, Seattle, WA 98118 or email them to 

kfowells@seedseattle.org.  

If you have questions or need additional information, please call Kathy Fowells at 

206-760-4286 or email: kfowells@seedseattle.org.

This project is a funded by the Safeway Foundation. 

We thank them for their commitment to arts in our 

community.  
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